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other countries. It’s a great honor for us and
for this program that so many have come
here to be with us today.

For 10 years, the Friends of Art and Pres-
ervation in Embassies have graced the walls
of nearly 200 of our embassies with over
3,000 great works of American art. To date
you’ve raised over $8 million to fund projects
at embassy residences all across the world.
On behalf of our administration, and espe-
cially those who work in the diplomatic corps
who have been daily enriched by your gener-
osity, I want to thank you. This is a remark-
able citizen achievement of which all can be
justly proud.

We’ve seen a lot of these projects, as Hil-
lary said. She just returned from, I guess,
seeing seven of our embassies on her recent
trip. I never cease to be amazed, sometimes
outright startled, at what I find when I walk
into one of our embassies overseas and I see
some new miracle of American creativity that
I had never before seen. I’ve marveled at
the precise restorations of priceless murals
at our embassy in Madrid, the conservation
of treasured paintings at our embassy in Lon-
don. I know that I’ve only seen a fraction
of them, and I hope I’ll have a chance to
see a few more in the next couple of years.
[Laughter] I look forward to seeing more ex-
amples of these works. And I know that
they’ve been highlighted in the book that
commemorates your 10th anniversary.

This has not been an easy time on the
budgets of those in the Foreign Service, part-
ly for reasons that apply to our whole budget.
We have been working hard to get rid of a
burdensome Government deficit. We’ve
brought it down 4 years in a row for the first
time in a long time, partly because there are
those who believe that our diplomatic mis-
sions should be funded at lower levels, some-
thing with which I hardly disagree, especially
at the end of the cold war.

But regardless of the causes, we face sig-
nificant funding challenges, and the kinds of
things that you have made possible would
never have been possible without your en-
deavors. But I’m sure you understand that
in the environment today, they are more im-
portant than ever before, by far.

And I guess if I could just do anything
else here, I just want you to know that it

really makes a difference. I want you to be-
lieve that the power of private responsibility
and public service working together that
you’ve embodied for 10 years really makes
a difference. I feel it every time I walk into
an American embassy in any part of the
world. And I hear so many people comment
on it who travel the world and go to our em-
bassies. And, of course, those who work there
and those who live in the residences are the
most grateful of all.

So let me again say, thank you. We’re de-
lighted to have you here. And I’d like to now
call Lee Annenberg to the podium.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. on the State
Floor at the White House. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Lee Annenberg, chair, Friends of Art
and Preservation in Embassies; artist Robert
Rauschenberg; and Senator Claiborne Pell’s wife,
Nuala.

Message to the Congress on Trade
With Bulgaria

July 17, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
On June 3, 1993, I determined and re-

ported to the Congress that Bulgaria is in
full compliance with the freedom of emigra-
tion criteria of sections 402 and 409 of the
Trade Act of 1974. This action allowed for
the continuation of most-favored-nation
(MFN) status for Bulgaria and certain other
activities without the requirement of a waiv-
er.

As required by law, I am submitting an
updated report to the Congress concerning
emigration laws and policies of the Republic
of Bulgaria. The report indicates continued
Bulgarian compliance with U.S. and inter-
national standards in the area of emigration
policy.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 17, 1996.
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Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
President’s Advisory Board on Arms
Proliferation Policy
July 17, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 1601(d) of Public

Law 103–160 (the ‘‘Act’’), I transmit here-
with the report of the President’s Advisory
Board on Arms Proliferation Policy. The
Board was established by Executive Order
12946 (January 20, 1995), pursuant to section
1601(c) of the Act.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 17, 1996.

Remarks to the Women’s Leadership
Forum
July 17, 1996

The President. Thank you.
Q. Love you, Mr. President!
The President. Thank you. [Laughter] I

hope you’ve had half as good a time tonight
as I have. I want to thank Senator Dodd and
Chairman Fowler for being here. I want to
thank all of the leaders of the WLF, and es-
pecially I thank my friend Carol Pensky. And
I thank you, Cynthia Friedman, for the enor-
mous work you have done, especially at this
time. We thank you for being such a brave
and good friend. Thank you.

I enjoyed being up here with my team.
Sometimes I hate to be last, you know. The
very first speech I ever gave as a public offi-
cial, 20 years ago, January of 1977, I was at-
torney general. I went to a Rotary Club in-
stallation banquet. It’s one of these deals that
starts at 6:30; there were 500 people there.
Everybody in the crowd but four people got
introduced; they went home mad. [Laughter]
I got up to talk at a quarter to 10. And the
guy that introduced me was the only person
there more nervous than me, and the first
words out of his mouth was, ‘‘You know, we
could stop here and have had a very nice
evening.’’ [Laughter] Now, he didn’t mean
it that way. [Laughter] At least I don’t think

he did. But we could stop here and have had
a very nice evening. [Laughter]

I want to say about Tipper Gore, you
know, we share the same birthday; therefore,
we are under the same—but she’s younger
than I am. Therefore, we are under the same
sign. We have the same sort of enthusiasm
about life. And she is always irreverently
puncturing my balloon. [Laughter] But I ap-
preciate her for many things, but the story
that the Vice President told you about what
she said when she heard Senator Dole was
resigning from the Senate is true. If this
country had a hundred people as committed
to mental health reform and adequate mental
health care as she is, we could solve that
problem in a matter of months.

I want to say—let me just give you an ex-
ample—when I tell people all the time that
Al Gore is the most important Vice President
in history and he has done more than any-
body else ever has, really I’m bragging on
myself, you know, because I think I showed
such good sense in selecting him. [Laughter]
And besides that, the more he does, the more
likely it is I can play golf a couple times a
month. [Laughter]

But to give you an example of the sort of
range of what he has done and the difference
that he made for our country, it would be
impossible for me to describe to you the ex-
tent to which our partnership with Russia to
make the 21st century a better world for all
of our children has been facilitated by this
remarkable commission that he and Prime
Minister Chernomyrdin of Russia have. All
of the things they have worked on, all of the
problems they have worked out, all the prob-
lems they have avoided developing between
our two countries as we move into this period
of transition, it’s just been staggering.

And then he came back with no sleep, and
the first thing we did today was to have an
announcement that he helped to work out
in which the cellular telephone folks agreed
to give 50,000—just as a starter, not all—
50,000 free telephones to all the community
citizen patrols that are working with police
departments around the country so they can
call in and help prevent crimes and help deal
with medical emergencies. It’s an amazing
thing. So this is a lot better country than it
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